
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 19, 2021 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

I pray that our continued observance of Lent has been for you an opportunity of grace and 

deeper conversion as a disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Surely, you have noticed a stark change in the appearance of the church this weekend. 

The statues of the saints and angels, which beautifully adorn our church, have been covered with 

purple cloths. Likewise, the crucifixes that we normally see have been covered.  

The covering of statues and crucifixes during Lent is an ancient custom in the Church. 

One liturgist explains that it likely dates back to 9
th

 century Germany, when, throughout the 

season of Lent, a large cloth would be used to veil the entire sanctuary of a church from the eyes 

of the congregation. This reminded the people that Lent is a time of penance during which we are 

separated from God until our reconciliation with Him is accomplished at Easter.  

In our own day, this practice of veiling statues and crosses can deepen our experience of 

Lent by encouraging us to focus on what is most essential. Even the beautiful adornments of our 

church can distract us from what is to be primary in our worship, namely, the sacrifice of the 

Cross that is celebrated most powerfully in these last weeks of Lent and which is made present 

for us every time we participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Let us pray that removing 

some of the beauty which normally surrounds us will heighten our spiritual senses to recognize 

more fully the love of Jesus Christ, who offers Himself for us on the altar of the Cross. 

I also invite you to join our parish family as we enter into the saving events of Holy 

Week, which begins next week with Palm Sunday. The 11:00am Mass on Palm Sunday will 

begin with a Solemn Procession from the meditation garden (Mary’s Garden, next to the school) 

to the church. At all Masses on Palm Sunday, palms will be blessed and distributed.  

The great liturgies of the Triduum will soon follow: the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 

7:00pm on Holy Thursday, the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 3:00pm on Good Friday, and 

the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night at 8:00pm on Holy Saturday. You can find the full schedule of 

liturgies and confession in the bulletin. Please join us for these powerful liturgies as we celebrate 

the Paschal Mystery.  

Finally, keep in your prayers the nine members of RCIA who will enter the Catholic 

Church at the Easter Vigil. May the Lord continue to strengthen them in faith and charity so that 

they may follow Him as faithful disciples.  

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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